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Valentine’s Day Grams
The Denton County Paralegal Association is holding its
annual fundraiser selling Valentine’s Day Grams. This year the
Valentine’s grams will be “S’mores in a jar.”
The s’mores mix will
consist of graham cracker gold fish, mini marshmallows and Valentine
M&Ms, and we will package them in 8 oz Mason jars with message
tags. These fun Valentines can be enjoyed by everyone! They are
great for friends, co-workers, family members, employers and
employees, and are only $5.00. Valentine’s Day Gram local deliveries
will be offered again this year at no additional charge.
Please complete the order form attached and return it to
Daphina Park, Fundraising Committee Chair, via email at
daphina.park@dentoncounty.com or fax to (940) 349-5167.
Deadline for order submission is Friday, February 10, 2017.
Valentine Grams can be picked up at the District Attorney Civil
Department, 1500 East McKinney, Denton, Texas 76209, on Monday,
February 13, 2015, and local deliveries will be made that same day.
Please make checks payable to DCPA. Checks may be mailed to
DCPA at P.O. Box 2641, Denton, TX 76202 or paid online through the
website at dentonparalegals.org.
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HOT OFF THE PRESS
Hey Members!
You've asked, and they are coming - Please attend the Meet and Greet on January
19th to learn of all the revamped changes being made to DCPA. From earlier
announcements to upcoming CLE's, social events, fundraisers, our monthly CLE
Luncheon dates and menus, as well as how you can get on board with helping the
Association by inviting new members. You don't want to miss this informative
meeting!

2016 Christmas Party Update
Submitted by: Pamela Snavely, President, ACP

We had a wonderful time at the Annual Christmas Party! Members enjoyed great
food & drinks, wonderful door prizes, and an enthusiastic white elephant ornament
exchange to top it off. Many thanks to Social Chair, Lakesha Bell for an especially
fun evening, all our generous sponsors for the door prize donations, and all the
DCPA members who came out to celebrate! See pictures from the Party on the
following pages!
We would like to extend a special thank you to all our sponsors:
Outback Steakhouse, Chestnut Tree, Cartwright’s Ranch House, The Egg and I,
Nothing Bundt Cakes, PeiWei, Chuy’s, Kroger, Jason’s Deli, Target, Rosa’s Café,
Bloomfield Floral, Davanti Salon, Angelina’s Mexican Restaurant, KoonsFuller and
Stewart Process Service, Inc.
and
Individuals who donated items:
Carol Pelzel, Julia Christman, Sanda Jones, Mary Miller, Jerilyn DeJernett, Karen
Anders and Nancy West
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Meeting Notice

2017 Officers

Pamela Snavely, President
psnavely@hbwvlaw.com
Daphina Park, President-Elect
Daphina.Park@dentoncounty.com
Martha Gallegos,
Secretary/Parliamentarian
Martha.gallegos@dentoncounty.com
Lisa Pittman, Treasurer
lpittman@hbwvlaw.com
Heather Walker, Historian
heather.walker@dentoncounty.com

2017 Committee Chairs
CLE, Debbie Nyarangi
Deborah@bowen-law.com

The Denton County Paralegal Association’s next Luncheon will be on
Thursday, January 19, 2017 at noon at Oakmont Country Club, 1200
Clubhouse Drive, Corinth, Texas.
The all-inclusive cost of lunch is $14.00 payable when you sign in. We
cannot accept debit or credit cards, or make change, so please bring the
exact amount of cash or a check made payable to DCPA. You can also
pay online prior to the meeting at www.dentonparalegals.org.

Did you know…
RESERVATIONS ARE REQUIRED and can be made via e-mail to Lisa
Pittman at lpittman@hbwvlaw.com. The deadline to RSVP is January
13, 2017 by 3:00 p.m. for your attendance and whether you will
purchase lunch. That will help Oakmont ensure the hot buffet is
freshly prepared and ready shortly after you arrive for the meeting.
Notice: We must notify Oakmont of the number attending prior to
the meeting for preparation of food and adequate seating
arrangements. Please note we are also required to bill those
individuals who make reservations to purchase lunch and do not
attend.

Fundraising, Daphina Park
daphina.park@dentoncounty.com
Legal Directory, Cheryl Cooper
ccooper@dentonlaw.com
Membership, Vicki Schmidt
vicki.dcpa@gmail.com

Directions to Oakmont

Newsletter, Lisa Pittman
lpittman@hbwvlaw.com
Social, open
Scholarship, Jenna Earhart
jearhart@hbwvlaw.com

Oakmont Country Club is located in Corinth off I-35 East between
Lewisville and Denton.


Exit 461 – Shady Grove Road/Post Oak Drive



Turn west onto Post Oak Drive



Turn right (west) onto Robinson Road at stop sign



Turn left (south) onto Oakmont Drive – you will see an Oakmont
sign in the median



Turn right into Clubhouse Drive (second right)
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AGENDA FOR MEETING
Date:
Place:

Time:

January 19, 2017
Oakmont Country Club
1901 Oakmont Drive
Corinth, Texas 76210
Noon

1. Welcome Members and Guests
2. Old Business
a. Approve November Minutes
b. Approve 2016 Treasurer’s Report
3. New Business
4. Meet & Greet Activity
5. Announcements
 December Social & Thanks
 Legal Directory Available
 Changes to Luncheon Schedule & Menu
 Membership Contest & Prize Details
 Valentine Gram Fundraiser
 CLE Opportunities & Seminar
 Social Activities, Fundraising, & Community Outreach
 Volunteers for Committees and Chair Opening
6. Door Prize
7. Adjournment
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President’s Message
By: Pamela Snavely, ACP

Happy New Year!
I hope you are off to a healthy, positive start! I am excited to kick off DCPA’s first
monthly meeting of 2017 to be held at Noon on Thursday, January 19th at
Oakmont Country Club in Corinth. This will be a fun and relaxed Meet & Greet, so
please mark your calendars and make plans to attend! Please submit your RSVP
for the January 19, 2017 luncheon by email to Lisa Pittman
(lpittman@hbwvlaw.com) by 3:00 p.m. on Friday, January 13th.
Last year DCPA asked for your input to determine the priorities and preferences of
our members. The Executive Board received quite a few survey responses that
gave us new insight into what modifications would be beneficial, so we have made
a few tweaks to the standard program. The most significant change is that our
monthly meetings will be held the Third Thursday of the month at Oakmont. The
hot buffet service will be offered and will include an entrée, two sides, and small
dessert for the same $14.00 cost to you as last year. The menu will be announced
and your RSVP will be required the Friday afternoon prior to the meeting. We will
still offer a free hour of substantive CLE at most meetings and provide advance
notice of the general area of law to be addressed. Additional information regarding
our speaker and the specific topic will be announced closer to the event.
DCPA will continue to support Denton County Friends of the Family by sharing
proceeds from the Valentine’s Fundraiser and conducting a Back to School Supply
Drive for kids. We also have some new ideas for outreach within the community to
explore in regard to our first responders, children in need of a little extra comfort at
a difficult time, and sharing our abundance with those less fortunate.
Our social events will include less structured outings on different nights of the
week. You will have the opportunity to join other DCPA members to participate in a
variety of activities such as health & fitness events, entertainment outings, and
casual mixers. Our annual Christmas party will continue to be our social capstone
event with a lot of fun and camaraderie, as it was this past year!
I hope that that these small changes have a positive impact and help you utilize the
benefits of your membership to a greater degree. Be assured that DCPA will
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President’s Message Con’t
remain steadfast in its purpose: to promote the professional objective and goals of
paralegals in Denton County, Texas; to encourage, promote, and conduct
programs of continuing legal education and professional development; and to
promote high standards of integrity and professionalism for paralegals.
The first meeting of the year for our association marks the start of a new
Membership Drive Contest for our members! Details regarding the process and
prize will be shared at the luncheon. You can start accumulating points by bringing
an eligible new member on 1/19, so invite your fellow legal professional to go with
you and email your RSVPs in today!
I look forward to seeing you and your guest at our first meeting of the year, and
making the most of 2017 together!
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Membership News

Benefits of Membership
In The Denton County
Paralegal Association
Include:










Receipt of the monthly issue of
The Verdict
Free Accredited CLE at monthly
meetings
Continuing Legal Education
seminars on various topics
Job Bank
Motivation
Networking with other paralegals
in Denton County
Professional growth through
participation
Communication and promotion of
professional conduct and
responsibility
Continued individual and
professional growth as paralegals

Please encourage those paralegals and others in the legal
field, whom are not currently members, to join. If you know
of anyone who would like to join, please contact Vicki
Schmidt at Vicki.dcpa@gmail.com

Birthdays
Our members with February Birthdays are:
Toya Brown-Phillips (2/5)
Debbie Mitchell (2/10)
Julia Christman (2/13)
Adriana Sanchez (2/14)

Birthdays

Hope each of you will have a Happy Birthday!
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2016 Legal Directory
By: Cheryl Cooper, Committee Chair

The 2016 Legal Directory Committee of the Denton County Paralegal Association is pleased to
report that we have published our Denton County Legal Directory.
We are providing two options for the directory this year: a bound hard copy of the directory, as
well as a digital copy of the directory that is on a flash drive. This is the first time in the history of
DCPA that we have offered a digital copy of the directory and we are very pleased at the way
they turned out.
If you, or someone you know, would like to purchase one of these directories, please contact
Cheryl Cooper at ccooper@dentonlaw.com; Work (940) 891-0003; or Cell (979) 277-8761.
Digital directory - $15.00 ($2.50 Shipping Fee)
Bound directory - $22.00 ($4.50 Shipping Fee)
Both directories - $35.00 ($6.50 Shipping Fee).
If you prefer to pick up a copy at no additional cost, you may do so at Alagood Cartwright Burke
P.C., 319 W. Oak Street, Denton, Texas, 76201, with advance notice.
Checks should be made payable to Denton County Paralegal Association and either handdelivered or mailed to our address.
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Committee Chair and Committee Members Needed
Submitted by Pamela Snavely, ACP, DCPA President

We Need You!
You can make a difference by volunteering to serve on a committee in DCPA! We need people
who are willing to learn and grow as team members of our standing committees: CLE,
Fundraising, Membership, Legal Directory, Scholarship, and Social. Serving as a committee
member is excellent hands-on experience, will help you grow personally and professionally,
enable you to forge new friendships, and establish lasting connections within the legal
community. We’re all busy, but if we work collectively as a group, many hands make light work.
Take the opportunity to lend your skills and talent to our association by emailing Pam at
psnavely@hbwvlaw.com about your interests. We will help you find the right place to serve!

In Memoriam
Wendi Atwood Rogers
It is with great sadness that we share the loss of Wendi Atwood
Rogers, CP, TBLS. Wendi was a long-time member of the Paralegal
Division, a past President, District 2 Director, and Paralegal Division
Ambassador. She served as a speaker at several of DCPA’s
seminars and was a true leader in our profession. Through her
inspiration and mentorship, Wendi helped launch the paralegal
careers of countless people, and continuously encouraged others to
volunteer and get involved. She will be greatly missed by all who
had the privilege to know her. Wendi is survived by her husband,
son and daughter, sister, and parents.
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Support Our Sustaining Members
Please help support our Sustaining Members by calling them when you have a project
that needs outside support. Remember it is through their continued support and
generosity that DCPA is able to provide social events at a low cost.

Stewart Process Service, Inc.
Bruce G. Stewart
110 Sheraton Place
Denton, Texas 76209
Phone: 940-367-4643
Fax: 940-484-0999
Email – stewartprocess@verizon.net

Stoffels & Associates, Inc.
Janel M. Stoffels
207 W. Hickory, Suite 304
Denton, Texas 76201
Phone: 940-565-9797
Fax: 940-565-9197
Email – jmstoffels@aol.com

County Process Service
Fred Bowles
159 Sunny Side Lane
Valley View, Texas 76272
Phone: 940-390-0914
Fax: 940-484-6054
Email – fbowles@ntin.net
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Minutes
1 . President Pamela Snavely called the meeting held on November 17, 2016 to order at
12:10 p.m. at Oakmont Country Club in Denton. President Snavely welcomed 13
members.
OLD BUSINESS
2. President Snavely asked for a vote on the October 27, 2016 meeting minutes. A
motion for approval was presented by Jennifer Earhart and seconded by Vicki
Schmidt. The motion carried by unanimous vote.
3. President Snavely asked for a vote of approval for the October 2016 Treasurer’s
report. A motion for approval was presented by Lakesha Bell and seconded by
Daphina Park. The motion carried by unanimous vote.
NEW BUSINESS
4. President Snavely recognized all those individuals who held executive committee
positions throughout the 2016 year.
5. President Snavely congratulated and welcomed new executive committee members and
stated that she is really looking forward to another great year as President.
6. An update on the status of the directory was given. As of date, the directories are not
ready yet but they have been printed and punched. The waiting is due to the covers
being UV coated which takes an additional 3+ days to dry.
7. The recipient of the 2016 DCPA Membership Scholarship Award was Adriana Sanchez.
This scholarship was awarded to help cover the enrollment fees for her Advanced
Certified Paralegal in criminal law through the NALA program. Congratulations!
8. There will be no meeting in December, instead we will have our last social of the year,
our annual DCPA Christmas party and ornament gift exchange! The party is being held
on Thursday, December 8th at Angelina’s in Corinth from 6-8pm. DCPA will be covering
the cost of your meal and two drinks. Please RSVP by December 1st.
9. Heather Walker was the winner of the annual participation prize.
10. There being no further business, President Snavely adjourned the meeting at 12:23pm.
.

